LIFESTYLE

he local ballet company’s production of
the ages-old story of Aladdin is getting a
makeover for the Hylton stage.
Choreographed by the Virginia National Ballet’s
artistic director, Rafik Hegab, the three-act ballet
will feature completely new staging, according to
the company.
This family friendly production tells the story
of Aladdin and his adventures with Jasmine, Jafar
the Genie, the magic lamp and the magic carpet as
he navigates his way through castles and caves of
wonder.
“We’re going all out on this production,” said
Managing Director Elysabeth Muscat Hegab.
“Many backdrops, set pieces, beautiful costumes,
special effects, lighting, fog, a magic carpet that
Aladdin and Jasmine ride.
“The music is really powerful and will appeal to
everyone, children and adults alike. The choreography represents the story very clearly and incorporates great bravura dancing by our wonderful
professional company dancers who come from all
over the world.”
The title role of Aladdin is being performed by
Brazilian Emanuel Tavares, principal dancer of
Virginia National Ballet. He has starred in all VNB
productions for the past three years, including
as the Cavalier in “The Nutcracker,” Radames in
“Aida,” The Prince in “Snow White” and Rodolfo
in “La Boheme.” Emanuel also teaches at Virginia
National Ballet School.
Jasmine is played by Saaya Pikula, the company’s
principal female dancer since 2016 and has starred
in “The Nutcracker,” “La Boheme,” “Snow White,”
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“Aida,” “Carmina Burana” and “Bolero.”
Pikula and Tavares have been dancing partners
for the past three years and often appear as guest
dancers throughout the region and in Florida.
Pikula previously danced with the Teatrul de
Ballet Sibiu in Romania and Columbia Classical
Ballet. She also is on the faculty at VNB School,
teaching ballet and variations classes.
Other dancers performing feature roles are Masaya Kaneko of Japan, Seulbi Lee of South Korea,
Daniela Moya of Mexico, Olga Aru of Ukraine,
Quinn Fieldstone of Canada, Karla Rodriguez of
Cuba, and American dancers Lydia Sanders, Regan
Shaw and Amanda Michel.
Also performing are students from VNB’s Junior
Company: Jade Condrell, Zoe Frantz, Camila
Griggs and Laura Rosendale, and students from
the school’s upper levels, ranging in age from 10-15
years.
Hegab previously choreographed one selection
from the musical “Aladdin,” which was performed
at the regional Emmy Award-winning production
of “The Circle of Life: The Music of Tim Rice” at
The Music Center at Strathmore in Bethesda, Md.,
and was televised on PBS. Hegab cast Tavares to
perform as Aladdin in that event.

Saaya Pikula dances as Jasmine and Emanuel
Tavares as Aladdin.
SUBMITTED

The title roles in “Aladdin” are played by, in center,
Saaya Pikula and Emanuel Tavares. The cast includes,
front from left, Seulbi Lee, Quinn Fieldstone, Daniela
Moya and Lydia Sanders. In the back row are Karla
Rodriguez, Amanda Michel, Masaya Kaneko, Omar
Rodriguez, Henry Santos, Regan Shaw and Olga Aru.
SUBMITTED
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